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Upcoming Events 

July 26th, 2-4 p.m.-Big Pine Creek Watershed Meeting 

July 26th, 4:30-5:30 p.m.-Roller Crimper Demo and Social 

July 27th, 4:30 p.m.-Benton County SWCD Fishing Derby 

August 13, 1-4 p.m. Big Pine Creek Cleanup 

August 23rd, 9-3 p.m.-Ceres Solutions Knowledge Event  

September 5, CTIC Conservation in Action Social 

September 6, CTIC Conservation in Action Tour 

September 13, Farm to Fork Event 

Cool, Clean Collaboration 

News update from the Big Pine Watershed Area 

By Jackie Koppe, Land O Lakes and edited by Laurel Mann, Ceres 

Solutions LLP 

Green leaves sparkle in the sunlight. Trees cluster tightly on the 

bank. Today might be the day you see a bullfrog, catfish or even a 

heron, if you’re lucky. No matter which season, no matter which 

path lures you from the county road to the water’s edge, the 

Hoosier state boasts more than its share of natural beauty.  

Finding a balance between working area farm land and protecting 

area resources means local farmers need tools and strategies to 

use crop nutrients more efficiently... and help in reducing what 

ends up in local waterways. It’s the kind of complex issue that 

commands knowledge from a variety of partners throughout the 

agriculture industry.  

That’s why Land O’Lakes, Inc., Winfield United, Ceres Solutions, 

the Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC) and The 

Nature Conservancy, among others, have teamed up to develop a 

Big Pine watershed management plan that lays out water quality 

goals and how to reach them over the next three years. One of 

the primary goals is to reduce the amount of phosphorus and 

sediment that flow into the watershed by more than 50 percent. 

A partnership forms... it started over a cup of coffee 

Ceres Solutions, a Land O’Lakes member ag cooperative, has a 

strong area presence and experience serving customers in the 

watershed area. And the cooperative’s connection to Winfield 

United offers some of the best crop production expertise in the 

industry. Members of the Ceres Solutions team gathered key 

stakeholders... after several cups of coffee, animated conversa-

Women’s Learning Event 

On June 14th, women who own or manage farmland in 

Benton, Warren, and White counties were invited to par-

ticipate in a Women’s Learning Event. The event consist-

ed of an informal discussion on soil health and land stew-

ardship practices.  30 women attended the event. Follow-

ing the classroom discussion, participants toured local 

farms to see conservation practices in action. A special 

thanks to local NRCS and SWCD Staff for organizing the 

event and Ceres Solution for sponsoring the meeting. If 

you are interested in attending a Women’s Learning Cir-

cle, contact Leslie Fisher at Benton County SWCD for 

more information. 

Big Pine Creek Watershed Group’s mission is to voluntarily conserve and improve the natural environment while balancing 

interests of stakeholder in the Big Pine Creek Watershed.  



tion and handshakes, a partnership was formed.  

Reaching farmers through their local cooperative  

For those who are not involved in agriculture, Ceres Solutions is 

a farmer-owned cooperative based in Crawfordsville, Indiana, 

that provides seed, nutrients, supplies, education and more to 

help farmers bring the best to their fields. For them, sustainabil-

ity, or continuous improvement, in their offerings has always 

been a top priority.  

“Ceres Solutions has had a passion for sustainability since day 

one, and has worked hard to make it a key part of our business 

model,” says Tom Stein, location manager for Ceres Solutions in 

Templeton, Indiana. “We’ve always tried to foster a culture of 

environmental stewardship and sustainability, well before sus-

tainability was even a talking point or a buzzword.”  

Not surprisingly, when improvement at Big Pine was first dis-

cussed, Ceres Solutions quickly saw the value they could bring to 

the project.  

“We took action on this issue because we saw this as an oppor-

tunity to help our customers—farmers—implement conserva-

tion practices to improve water quality outcomes for Big Pine 

Creek,” says Tom.  

This past summer, Ceres Solutions agronomists and others on 

the project helped farmers implement nutrient management 

plans as well as demonstrated and educated them on practices 

that reduce soil erosion. For instance, farmers can use reduced 

or no-till systems, which allows them to grow crops without dis-

turbing the soil. They can also plant cover crops on their land to 

protect the soil between growing seasons. Together, these ap-

proaches can help prevent nutrients and sediment from leaving 

the field where they can contaminate streams and rivers. 

Teaching through technology and tools  

Farmers need the right tools and technologies to make these 

improvements. Winfield United, a partner of Ceres, has an im-

pressive track record of helping farmers be successful in the 

field, while also strengthening their commitment to environmen-

tal stewardship.  

“Our agronomists, sales people and key account managers are 

helping raise awareness about watershed issues and providing 

training opportunities for Ceres Solutions employees and farm-

ers,” says Keith Newhouse, Winfield United Innovation and Busi-

ness Development director. “Ceres Solutions is a progressive co-

op; they get why they need to be talking with local farmers 

about environmental impacts and how to help them.”  

The Ceres Solutions team uses WinField Answer Plot® loca-

tions—where farmers learn about new technology, insights and 

products to improve their yields—to raise awareness of sustain-

ability issues. Employees host workshops and grower events 

centered on planting cover crops, improving nutrient manage-

ment practices and other techniques farmers can adopt to help 

improve the watershed’s water quality. 

Setting a starting point  

While tools, technology and techniques are important, farmers 

also want to see that they’re making progress. This requires an 

understanding of their starting point, the ability to track their 

performance and make comparisons against other farmers. 

That’s where Field to Market enters the picture.  

In 2009, Field to Market, which helps address concerns raised by 

consumers and environmental groups about the sustainability of 

agriculture, introduced the Fieldprint® Calculator. This tool helps 

farmers better understand how their production practices af-

fect their farm’s overall environmental footprint. This infor-

mation translates their ag sustainability performance into hard 

data.  

“The Fieldprint Calculator helps farmers understand where they 

are. They can visualize and assess how efficiencies and environ-

mental impacts change based on various management deci-

sions,” says Betsy Hickman, Field to Market’s director of com-

munications. “By comparing their performance against local, 

state and national benchmarks, farmers have the ability to doc-

ument and demonstrate their conservation and stewardship, 

while also identifying opportunities for improvement.”  

Adaptations might mean changing tillage practices, nutrient 

management techniques or improving soil health; things that 

can help improve a farm’s efficiency and increase its sustainabil-

ity. 

Replicating success and leading the way  

For CTIC, a conservation organization dedicated to protecting 

land and water, the Big Pine project offers another chance to 

make a difference.  

Fun Fact: Did you know that hundreds of acres of cover crops are being funded through specialty programs 

to create cleaner water in our streams, to assist in weed pressure, and help alleviate soil compaction? 

Interested in finding out what they can do for you? Contact your local USDA office for more information. 



“Our hope is to replicate some of the success at Big Pine that we 

have experienced in nearby watershed projects,” says Chad 

Watts, CTIC project director. “If we can replicate that success, we 

can refine and duplicate the process to help other watersheds 

across the Corn Belt and beyond to protect water quality.”  

With financial support from the United Soybean Board and other 

partners, CTIC is working with the local soil and water conserva-

tion district to encourage farmers to enter their information into 

the Calculator. The SWCD works directly with farmers to facili-

tate use of the Calculator’s capabilities. The Nature Conservancy, 

which also works to protect land and water, hopes to do the 

same. TNC’s work includes bringing partners together, providing 

science-based expertise, and monitoring and reporting progress. 

For them—for every stakeholder—collaboration is the bridge to 

success.  

“Through this partnership in Big Pine, agricultural and conserva-

tion inter-ests are coming together to help safeguard our waters 

and lands while em-powering growers to meet the rising demand 

for food, fuel and fiber,” says Matt Williams, Indiana Director of 

Conservation Programs for The Nature Conservancy.  

“This project will result in thousands of new acres of cover crops 

and nu-trient management plans, which are tools that can help 

greatly reduce the amount of nutrients that leave farm fields and 

end up in our waterways.”  

Fieldprint Calculator Meeting 

On June 15th Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC) 

held a Data Release Meeting in Fowler to assist the Fieldprint 

Calculator Project participants in assessing their current farm 

management systems in comparison to local, state, and national 

averages. Each participant remained anonymous but was able to 

compare their “scores” with other participants to see where they 

measured in regards to land use, soil conservation, soil carbon, 

irrigation water use, energy use, greenhouse gas, and water 

quality index. Not only did the information assist farmers in un-

derstanding their farm’s sustainability, but also their economic 

gain. Participants really appreciated seeing how some farmers 

have minimal inputs (no-till and reduced nutrient application) 

but yet still made the highest economic gain when all factors 

were considered.  

Roller-crimper 

As some of you may know, the Jasper Co SWCD purchased a 

20 foot folding roller crimper machine that is used to man-

age cover crops.  We had quite a few brave farmers that de-

cided to “plant green” this year.  What do I mean by planting 

green? These farmers planted their soybeans into living cere-

al rye, some varieties as tall as 5 feet!  Most used the roller 

crimper to crimp and kill the rye within a few days of 

planting.  Wednesday, June 28th the Jasper Co SWCD and 

Purdue Extension hosted a workshop to discuss the different 

scenarios in the demo plots, herbicide use with crimping, 

organic management considerations, what went wrong and 

what went right.  Other local farmers will also shared their 

experiences and lessons learned.  Weed counts and plant 

populations were conducted on the demo and control plots.  

Insect traps were buried to assess the insects present in the 

field; hoping to see more beneficial insects for pest manage-

ment and as evidence of a healthier ecosystem.  Interested 

in learning more about this new management strategy for 

effective weed control? Visit the Benton County SWCD cover 

crop plot and live 

demo at the Benton 

County Fairgrounds. 

The crimper is avail-

able for use by Jas-

per, Newton, and 

Benton county farm-

ers and was partially 

purchased with 

funds from a Clean 

Water Indiana com-

petitive grant. 

-Article submitted by 

Dan Perkins, Jasper 

County SWCD 

 

Live Roller Crimper Demo and Social 

Interested in seeing the roller-crimper in action? Come see 

the live demo on a cover crop plot at the Benton County Fair-

grounds on Wednesday, July 26th at 4:30 p.m. Benton Coun-

ty SWCD and the Big Pine Creek Watershed Steering Com-

mittee will be present to highlight local conservation efforts. 

Bring some lawn chairs and enjoy some refreshments. A spe-

cial thanks to Ceres Solutions and Carlisle Ag for helping 

sponsor the event. 

Crimping cereal rye 

Interested in water monitoring, stream  

clean-ups, and helping a good cause?  

Consider volunteering with the Big Pine 

Creek Watershed Project! 



Honey Branch Bluff Dedication 

On May 13, NICHES Land Trust (NICHES) dedicated a new nature 

preserve along Big Pine Creek in Liberty Township. The new 24 

acre preserve known as Honey Branch Bluff was donated to 

NICHES by Mike and Pam Murr and Kathleen Kitch and Dana 

Goodman. Twenty-eight people took part in the float and hike of 

the property. 

The property which is publicly accessible from the creek protects 

a 30 foot sandstone wall on the creek, topped with native east-

ern white  pine (the namesake plant of the creek), and is home 

to host of rare oak woodland species. 

Restoring White Pine 

The white pine at Crow’s Grove (Warren County, Liberty Town-

ship), willed to NICHES by long time resident Martha Crow Pugh, 

are having a big seed year (see below). 

NICHES is planning to harvest cones and spread seed after con-

ducting controlled burns on the land and working with Arbor 

America to grow out pines to transplant on to properties and 

return them to their former glory along Big Pine Creek at multi-

ple preserves. 

Recovering a state endangered plant 

Shaggy false gromwell, is a state endangered plant that makes its 

home at NICHES’ Hewitt Estate (pictured below). The plant is 

being impacted by shade from 

trees and crown vetch, a non-

native invasive species. 

NICHES has worked to rejuvenate 

the oak woodland on the proper-

ty through EQIP contracts with 

the NRCS for both oak woodland 

restoration and invasive species 

control, primarily multiflora rose. 

And used controlled burns to con-

tinue to assist the recovery of 

oaks on the property. The combi-

nation of invasive species control, thinning of non-oaks and re-

turning fire has been good for both the shaggy false gromwell 

and the oaks on the land. 

“Without the NRCS assistance through the EQIP, the recovery 

of the Hewitt Estate would still be in its infancy” 

Gus Nyberg, NICHES Land Trust Executive Director 

Big Pine Creek Cleanup August 13 1 to 4 PM 

Interested in lending a helping hand to clean up Big Pine Creek 

and access points for paddlers that use the creek? Give NICHES a 

call at 765-423-1605 and RSVP your spot for the Sunday August 

13, 1 to 4 PM cleanup. We will determine how many locations 

we will tackle by the number of volunteers that step forward. 
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