
FARMERS FIND A WAY.

Centered on you.

“Having the Environmental Defense Fund as a 
strong resource partner gives SUSTAIN a level 
of expertise, and frankly, intellectual indepen-
dence, that builds immediate credibility among 
collaborators. EDF is 100% solutions-focused.”
   

- Jim Sprowl
Account Relationship Manager

To learn more, contact bbower@ceres.coop or jsprowl@ceres.coop today.

Nutrient Management (these criteria customized with your agronomist)

  Site Specific Soil Sampling
  Nitrogen Management
  Phosphorus Management

Soil & Water Management (these criteria customized with agronomist)

  Plant cover crop on 25% of highly erodible fields or highly 
     erodible field areas
  Go no-till, strip-till or any tillage that maintains 90% residue   
           coverage

To become a part of the movement, growers commit at one of two levels to protect soil, water and air. 

Specifics and exceptions to criteria are established with your agronomist.

Centered on you.

Ceres Solutions helps you protect air, soil and water.

CERTIFIED

PRODUCTIVITY, PROFITABILITY and PRESERVATION
FARMERS BALANCING

“You’ve got to take care of what 
you have. And most farmers do.”

-- Tom Schwenk, 
    Ceres Solutions SUSTAIN farmer

SUSTAIN-Certified growers are those who have met the highest level of 
criteria, and have earned the distinction of being recognized by suppliers, 
landowners, peers and the industry for leadership. 

Both group levels view continuous improvement as the platform goal.
Each grower works closely with Ceres Solutions and NCC agronomists to de-
velop the most effective components on their acres.  Example opportunities 
include:

SUSTAIN-Partner growers are those currently achieving or adopting a pre-defined series of best practices and strategies 
on their acres. They will work to document and develop long-term goals.

Ceres Solutions believes there is no better voice than the farmer; backed by credible data and the collective 
volume of fellow producers, to lead the conservation agriculture and food conversation. Join us.

“Farmers have a great story to tell. We are us-
ing responsible conservation agronomy practic-
es on the farm. We want the world to know.”
        
    - Betsy Bower
    Ceres Solutions Agronomist
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FARMERS FIND A WAY:  LOCAL DATA, LOCAL RESULTS

Adequate soil nitrogen does not guarantee plant uptake 
if the nitrogen is not in soil solution, in the root zone, 
and present at the time the crop needs it.

Our team’s efforts to 
promote stewardship in 
the Big Pine Watershed 

(Fall Creek is pictured) led 
to changed practices and 

30+ RCPP applications.

More than 209,000 acres 
from the Big Pine Water-

shed area currently empty 
into the Wabash River.

“Predicting how nitrogen will behave in soil is uncertain and inaccurate from year to 
year due to many variables: the two biggest being weather and biological processes. As 
management systems and fields vary, nitrogen levels must be monitored throughout the 
season to provide the most economic and environmentally efficient rates as possible. 

*2016 Local NCC Plot Experience

Irrigation management 
services allow growers to 
alleviate short-term water 

and nutrient stresses. 
We’ve learned to apply 

nutrients “just-in-time” to 
improve in-crop nutrient 

efficiency and reduce loss.

 Split N Yield Advantage: Higher Yield

Cover Crop Explosion:  <200K to 1.1M+
Between 2011 and 2015, cover crop adoption grew from 
less than 200,000 acres to over 1.1 million acres in Indiana 
alone. It is estimated 11% of Indiana crop land was planted 
to cover crops for the 2016 season, and only 1/5 of those 
acres receive governmental cost-share incentive.  *CCSI

Late Season N Applications Boost 
Yield  Potential in Corn

Split-season (2/3 + 1/3) and late-season 
(additional) nitrogen application increased 
yields 9.4 and 11.2 bu/A respectively com-
pared to total N applied at planting.
                         * 2015 Answer Plot Data

Split Nitrogen Application 
Continues to Boost Corn Yield Potential

Split-season (2/3 base + 1/3 applied at V4 or 
V10), increased yields 5.5 and 7.4 bu/A respec-
tively compared to total N applied at planting (15 
locations)
                                  * 2016 Answer Plot Data

Powerful Proof at NCC Sites

Growers see how splitting nitrogen 
applications throughout the season can 
increase N fertilizer efficiency. This lowers 
their nitrogen cost/bu produced and has 
a positive effect on the environment by 
reducing nitrogen losses.      *NCC data

CERES PARTNERS WITH LAND O’LAKES IN LEADING INITIATIVE

ECONOMICENVIRONMENTAL

EMOTIONAL

Ceres Solutions values the relationships and trust our team has developed with farm families over decades of 
service. Land O’Lakes SUSTAINTM initiative formalizes beliefs that you (and we) strive to put into practice ev-
ery day. As a farmer, you know the challenge is not in doing the right thing... but in documenting and more inten-
tionally leveraging it. You already manage inputs tightly. You follow stewardship principles. You use tools and tech-
nology to optimize output per unit of input on every acre. By nature, you continuously adapt to improve the 
delicate balance between productivity, profit and preservation. That’s the conservation agronomy story... your story. 

In 2018 and beyond, Ceres Solutions will work with 
Partner growers to achieve or adopt best practices 
and strategies in the areas of nutrient, soil and water 
management. Certified growers are those who meet 
the industry’s highest criteria, and are recognized by 
suppliers, landowners, peers and the industry for con-
servation agronomy leadership. 

Your action plan specifics and exceptions to criteria are established with your agronomist. Find out more today.CERTIFIED
sustain: to strengthen or support. To uphold as valid. No one is working harder in the field to add value than your co-op agronomy team.

“We’re thinking in a holistic view... this 
acre of land... it’s our investment. And 
we want to protect that investment, and 
we want to maximize the return on that 
investment. That’s what we’re doing 
today.”

-- Rick Clark, 
   Ceres Solutions SUSTAIN farmer
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