
Big Pine Creek Watershed

An assessment conducted by the Midwest Biodiversity  
Institute for the Indiana Chapter in 2007 identified 20  
priority sub-watersheds to the Wabash River, including Big 
Pine Creek. In 2013, with the backing of the Nina Mason 
Pulliam Charitable Trust, we assembled a group of partners 
interested in improving the water quality and enhancing 
other environmental assets of the watershed. These partners 
along with a local steering committee developed the mission 
of the project and associated strategies. Implementation of 
these strategies is ongoing.

Overview
The Big Pine Creek project is a tale of two very different 
landscapes. Big Pine Creek is at the transition of the tallgrass 
prairie to the west and the deciduous forests to the east. 
Flat dark soils turn to steep ravines and bedrock bottomed 
streams over a span of only a few short miles. This provides 
for a great deal of species diversity, found in few other places 
around Indiana.

While the predominate land use across the watershed is 
row-crop agriculture, livestock production and residential 
areas are common along the creek itself. This provides for an 
assortment of resource concerns and a complex balance of 
land ethics.

Project Mission
Voluntarily conserve and improve the natural

environment while balancing interests of  
stakeholders in the Big Pine Creek Watershed.

Where
Benton, Tippecanoe, Warren, and White Counties 
(Indiana)
Includes the towns Boswell, Pine Village, and Oxford

Size
209,709 acres (329 square miles)

Land Use
Row-Crop Agriculture, Livestock

Primary Resource Concerns and Opportunities
Nutrient Management, Residential Waste  
(Municipality/Septic Overflow), Soil Erosion  
(Turbidity), Livestock Access

Public Access, Education, Unique Habitats



The Nature Conservancy Alignment
The Big Pine Creek watershed project is grounded in the Indiana Chapter’s 5-Year Strategic Plan, which in turn is built 
off the TNC global priorities. This project is providing a model of leadership in the following areas:

Indiana Chapter 5-Year Strategic Plan:
• Reduce nutrients in the Wabash River by 15% by 2020 and 20% reduction by 2025
• Implementation of 3.5 million acres of cover crops by 2022
• Partner with supply chain corporations to target investment in soil health and nutrient management

TNC Global Priorities:
• Tackle Climate Change
• Provide Food and Water Sustainability

Partnerships
Partnerships have been critical to success. This project is rich with collaboration across the non-profit, private,  
governmental, and academic sectors. In fact, they are so numerous they cannot all be listed on this fact sheet. We hope 
to replicate the unique collaborative model we have built for this project in other watersheds in Indiana and across the 
Midwest.

Questions
Please reach out to Seth Harden (TNC Upper Wabash River Project Director) at seth.harden@tnc.org or Leslie Fisher 
(Big Pine Creek Watershed Coordinator) at Leslie.Fisher@in.nacdnet.net.

For more information about the Conservancy, visit nature.org/indiana.
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